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to the north of the line so fixed, which they shall proceed to do
within one month of such notification and in the manner
prescribed by the Commission. Within the same period and
as prescribed by the Commission, the Polish Government must
proceed to take over the administration of the territory to the
south of the line. When the administration of the territory
by the East Prussian and Polish authorities respectively has
been provided for, the powers of the Commission will terminate.
Expenditure by the Commission, whether in the discharge
of its own functions or in the administration of the territory,
will be borne by the local revenues. East Prussia will be
required to bear such proportion of any deficit as may be fixed
by the Principal Allied and Associated Powers.
O
ARTICLE 96.
In the area comprising the Kreise of Stuhm and Rosenberg
and the portion of the Kreis of Marienburg which is situated
east of the Nogat and that of Marienwerder east of the Vistula,
the inhabitants will be called upon to indicate by a vote, to be
taken in each commune (Gemeinde), whether they desire the
various communes situated in this territory to belong to Poland
or to East Prussia.
ARTICLE 97.
The German troops and authorities will be withdrawn from
the area defined in Article 96 within a period not exceeding
fifteen days after the coming into force of the present Treaty.
Until the evacuation is completed they will abstain from all
requisitions in money or in kind and from all measures injurious
to the economic interests of the country.
On the expiration of the above-mentioned period, the said
area will be placed under the authority of an International
Commission of five members appointed by the Principal Allied
and Associated Powers. This Commission, supported if occa-
sion arises by the necessary forces, will have general powers of
administration and in particular will be charged with the duty
of arranging for the vote and of taking such measures as it may
deem necessary to ensure its freedom, fairness and secrecy.
The Commission will conform as far as possible to the provisions
of the present Treaty relating to the plebiscite in the Allenstein
area ; its decisions will be taken by a majority.
Expenditure by the Commission, whether in the discharge